
Orientation 2019
UC Santa Barbara

Jeffrey Stopple
Associate Vice Chancellor for
Undergraduate Education



UC Santa Barbara   Research

Michael Freedman 
was awarded a Fields 
Medal for his work on 
the 4 dimensional 
Poincaré conjecture.   
He currently leads a 
UCSB team develop-
ing a topological 
quantum computer.



Part I

Find Your Passion



A Liberal Arts Education



A Liberal Arts Education

• Analytical, evaluative, critical and creative thinking
• Effective oral and written communication
• Problem-solving 
• Ability to learn and synthesize new ideas
• Critical and reflective reading
• Research skills
• Organization and time-management
• Ability to work in a team
• Self-confidence and self-understanding
• Foreign language skills and cross-cultural knowledge



40% of UCSB 
students are first 
generation
“Growing up in an 
immigrant household, my 
job prospects were limited 
to dentist, doctor, or 
accountant.  I viewed 
college as a path to a 
stable career, but not 
exactly an environment to 
explore my interests. I fielded 
questions like, "can you even 
get a job with a degree in 
reading books?" 



New York Times on Majors and Careers

Myth 1: For the big money, 
STEM always delivers.
“It’s true that computer 
science and engineering top 
all the pay rankings, but 
salaries within specific majors 
vary greatly.”



UCSB 
Alumni 
Earnings 
(Physical Sciences 
v. Social Sciences)



UCSB 
Alumni 
Earnings  
(Life Sciences v. 
Arts & Humanities)



Lifetime Earnings by Major: UCSB Letters & Science



Example: Art History v. Biology



Example: Art History v. Biology



Example: Art History v. Biology





New York Times on Majors and Careers

Myth 4: Liberal arts majors 
are unemployable.
“the competencies that 
liberal arts majors emphasize 
- writing, synthesis, problem 
solving - are sought after by 
employers. ”



Google’s
Project Oxygen

“Among the most important 
qualities of Google’s top 
employees, STEM expertise comes in 
dead last. The top characteristics of 
success at Google … being a good 
critical thinker and problem solver; 
being able to make connections 
across complex ideas; 
communicating …”



Forbes
“Software companies are 
discovering that liberal arts 
thinking makes them 
stronger … at Facebook 
and Uber, the war for 
talent has moved to 
nontechnical jobs. The 
more that audacious 
coders dream of 
changing the world, the 
more they need to fill their 
companies with social 
alchemists who can 
connect with customer”





Letters & Science Honors



Discovery Seminars
• Film Noir
• Playwriting Bootcamp
• What is Life?
• Why Do We Believe in the Supernatural?
• Russian Animated Films
• Is There Life Elsewhere in the Universe?
• Hamilton - The Musical as History
• Greek Archaeology in Action
• Are We Alone? Solutions to the Fermi Paradox
• The Trojan War: an Historical Event or Fiction?



Discovery Seminars
• Death, Revenge and Madness in Icelandic Literature
• Computing, Knowledge, and Artificial Intelligence
• Beaches, Rocks, and the History of Southern California
• Earthquakes in Santa Barbara, California and the World
• Owens Valley, Mono Lake, and the LA Aqueduct
• HBO's Rome and the Fall of the Roman Republic
• Physics of the Large Hadron Collider: A Guide for the Perplexed
• Psychology of Dudes: Boys, Men, and Masculinity
• Loki, Thor & Hela: Retracing Superheroes to Their Origins
• The Fantastic Short-Story: Theory and Practice



Find Your Passion
“History of Art and 
Architecture courses have 
been the most life-changing, 
mind-altering experiences I 
have had in an educational 
setting. I experienced feelings 
from a range of great 
enlightenment to actual tears 
rolling down my cheeks in 
class. “



Part II

Dive In



Undergraduate Education

Faculty Research Assistance Program (FRAP)



URCA 
RESEARCH 
COLLOQUIUM & 
SLAM
“I completed a thesis

on multilingual 
families, heritage 
languages, and 
identity - which is the 
backbone of all the 
work I do.”

Corinne Seals
Language Policy
Consultant ‘08



“I got to go to [French 
Polynesia] as an 
undergraduate 
assistant, which really 
set me on my current 
path. …being able to 
go out in the field as 
an undergrad showed 
me that field research 
was what I loved.”

Samantha Davis, Aquatic Biology
BS Class ’08

PhD Class ‘16



My experience in labs at 
UCSB put real problems in 
front of me that needed 
solving. Being able to 
problem solve on my feet 
has been an asset in all of 
my jobs.”

Kelsey Gorter, Biochemistry, 
Enologist, Class ‘07



“I was volunteering at a lab 
in the Marine Science 
Building when the faculty 
member in charge, Dr. 
Gaines, told me he had 
collaborators in Chile at a 
research station and that 
there was an opportunity 
for me to help out on a 
project there.”

Jessica Chappell
Aquatic Biology and Spanish

Class of ‘08



Education Abroad Program



“… the skills that 
employers seek in 
candidates are 
often cultivated by 
a liberal arts 
education, such as 
problem solving, 
teamwork, and oral 
and written 
communication ... 
[EAB]  shares the 
following best 
practices for 
institutions:



“… the skills that 
employers seek in 
candidates are 
often cultivated by 
a liberal arts 
education, such as 
problem solving, 
teamwork, and oral 
and written 
communication ... 
[EAB]  shares the 
following best 
practices for 
institutions:

• Offer co-curricular opportunities to integrate 
work experience with academic coursework



“… the skills that 
employers seek in 
candidates are 
often cultivated by 
a liberal arts 
education, such as 
problem solving, 
teamwork, and oral 
and written 
communication ... 
[EAB]  shares the 
following best 
practices for 
institutions:

• Offer co-curricular opportunities to integrate 
work experience with academic coursework

• Create career-aligned tracks or specializations 
within liberal arts majors



“… the skills that 
employers seek in 
candidates are 
often cultivated by 
a liberal arts 
education, such as 
problem solving, 
teamwork, and oral 
and written 
communication ... 
[EAB]  shares the 
following best 
practices for 
institutions:

• Offer co-curricular opportunities to integrate 
work experience with academic coursework

• Create career-aligned tracks or specializations 
within liberal arts majors

• Establish programs that encourage liberal arts 
majors to obtain supplementary certificates 
from on-campus professional schools



UCSB Professional and 
Continuing Education

• Applied Behavior Analysis
• Business Accounting
• Business Communication & 

Law
• Global Business
• Leadership and Advocacy
• Marketing
• Project Management
• Technology Management
• Web Development



Part III

Alumni Spotlights



“It's interesting that liberal arts 
degrees still have a sort of stigma 
of not leading to careers. It's a 
complete fallacy … Really, your 
undergrad is to teach you to 
communicate and read and write 
and at a strong level, which is the 
backbone for the vast majority of 
roles.”

Craig Beveridge, Communication
Google Recruiting Manager

Class ‘07



“In Classics when we read 
ancient texts, we weren’t 
taught to read them at face 
value - we had to interpret … 
This skill set is critical in 
drafting and analyzing laws, 
deconstructing opposing 
arguments, and in 
negotiation.”

Kristen Care, Classics
Attorney

Class of ‘07



“I also did the TMP certificate 
program and that made for 
a nice hybrid with my Global 
major - understanding both 
developing markets and 
technology start-ups. That 
combination has been the 
link throughout my path 
since UCSB.”

Jonathan Kalan, Global 
Studies

Founding Editor-in-Chief, 
Timeline 

Class of ‘09



“The biggest takeaway 
from my humanities 
degrees was the skill of 
synthesis: taking in all these  
elements and forming them 
into your own idea. …in any 
sort of strategic or high 
level job, that skill is critical.” 

Jacob Tell, Film and Media
CEO of Oniracom

Class of ‘01



“I wish I had known that I 
could do whatever I wanted in 
a very literal sense. And I guess 
that’s the wonder of a liberal 
arts education - being able to 
experiment and change 
majors six times.”

Hamed Faquiryan, Philosophy 
Quantitative Researcher at 

MSCI
Class ‘10



“Changing my major was 
a real eye-opener. I had 
kind of structured my 
mind to memorize and 
regurgitate information. 
But now, I was being 
asked to take in 
information and form 
opinions. It gave me a 
voice.”

Alex Garcia
Business Officer

Class ‘07





All links available at:
www.duels.ucsb.edu/orientation

Undergraduate Education

• https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/01/education/edlife/stem-jobs-industry-careers.html
• https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/03/education/edlife/choosing-a-college-major.html
• https://public.tableau.com/profile/jeffrey.stopple#!/vizhome/LifetimeEarningsbyMajorUCSBLettersSci

ence/Sheet1
• https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/infocenter/uc-alumni-work
• https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/views/2017/06/26/essay-calls-changing-conversation-

prospective-students-about-majors-and
• https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2014/01/22/see-how-liberal-arts-grads-really-fare-report-

examines-long-term-data
• https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/02/07/study-finds-humanities-majors-land-jobs-and-

are-happy-them
• https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/08/the-unexpected-value-of-the-liberal-

arts/535482/
• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/12/20/the-surprising-thing-google-

learned-about-its-employees-and-what-it-means-for-todays-students/?utm_term=.d5f8917f110f
• https://www.eab.com/daily-briefing/2016/09/22/busting-myths-about-the-liberal-arts

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/01/education/edlife/stem-jobs-industry-careers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/03/education/edlife/choosing-a-college-major.html
https://public.tableau.com/profile/jeffrey.stopple#!/vizhome/LifetimeEarningsbyMajorUCSBLettersScience/Sheet1
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/infocenter/uc-alumni-work
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/views/2017/06/26/essay-calls-changing-conversation-prospective-students-about-majors-and
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2014/01/22/see-how-liberal-arts-grads-really-fare-report-examines-long-term-data
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/02/07/study-finds-humanities-majors-land-jobs-and-are-happy-them
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/08/the-unexpected-value-of-the-liberal-arts/535482/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/12/20/the-surprising-thing-google-learned-about-its-employees-and-what-it-means-for-todays-students/?utm_term=.d5f8917f110f
https://www.eab.com/daily-briefing/2016/09/22/busting-myths-about-the-liberal-arts


Undergraduate Research Colloquium
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/research/colloquium

Education Abroad Program
https://eap.ucsb.edu

UCDC
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/academics/ucdcc

UCSB Professional and Continuing Education
https://info.extension.ucsb.edu/professional-

certificates

All links available at:
www.duels.ucsb.edu/orientation

Undergraduate Education

L&S Honors Program
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/honors

Discovery @ UCSB
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/academics/seminars

Faculty Research Assistance Program (FRAP)
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/research/frap

Undergraduate Research Slam
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/research/slam

http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/research/colloquium
https://eap.ucsb.edu/
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/academics/ucdcc
https://info.extension.ucsb.edu/professional-certificates
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/honors
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/academics/seminars
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/research/frap
http://www.duels.ucsb.edu/research/slam


“Welcome to Letters & Science Academic 
Advising” Video:

https://www.duels.ucsb.edu/news/announcement/1007

Undergraduate Education

https://www.duels.ucsb.edu/news/announcement/1007
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